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 The present study was completed to see if educating clients
about rising health problems associated with aging animals would
give them a better understanding of why blood testing is
important and bringing focus to senior animal health to ensure .
the best quality of life.

About Crab Orchard Veterinary Services, Inc

Work Experience

 Assisted with various treatment plans with the goal of
improving the overall health of senior animals, and the
importance of year visits
The clinic is made up of 3 full time doctors and one part time
doctor with a high volume of clients seen each day so team
effort is crucial for this clinic to function.
Assist with nail trims, proper restraint and accurate
communication on the behalf of the doctors.
 Discussed the various senior panel offered and established a

senior wellness program

Conclusion

Although I've worked at Crab Orchard Veterinary Services for three and a
half years | benefited from the experience. It allowed me to apply the

Canine Senior Panels knowledge | have received to real world applications, improve my leadership
5 skills, gain hands-on experience and gave me a better understanding of the
‘ various blood profile tests that can be completed on dogs and cats at

I I various stages of life. This project allowed to me better understand the

Crab Orchard Veterinary Services is in the southwestern portion of Virginia in
the beautiful Appalachian Mountains across the highway from the Historic
Crab Orchard Museum located in Tazewell, Virginia. Crab Orchard Veterinary
Services, Inc was founded in 2008 by Dr. Anne Yearians, a Virginia Tech and
VMRCVM alumna.

COVS is a full service large and small animal practice. This includes dentals,
surgery for small animals, field surgeries for large animals, a facility for cattle
working, in-house and send out laboratory testing, and boarding facility.
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 QOverall, when comparing the years 2017-2021 to 2022 there was .
an average 157.8 % increase in completion of senior canine
panels and 141.7 % increase in feline senior panels.

When evaluating canines to felines. The ages of the canines
varied between 4 and 18 years of age with an average of 9.7 and
the ages of the felines varied between 10-14 years of age. Feline
ages were higher with an average of 12 compared to canines’
which was 9.7.

Feline Senior Panels

Panels
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Patient included in the study (left) and the food
recommended after the senior panel results (right)

Methods and Materials

» Recorded animal’s species, weights, age, and breed
 Assisted with handling of patients and blood draws.

 Patients were elected by owners and recommended by a veterinarian

to participate in a senior wellness screening.
» 22 companion animals participated during the summer

 Blood was obtained by venipuncture of the cephalic vein, medial
saphenous vein, or jugular vein with 21G, 23G, 25G needles which

varied by patient.

» The values were then analyzed at IDEXX lab at various times
throughout the summer taking about 6 weeks to obtain results.

Blood draw of the cephalic vein
IDEXX ProCyte Dx

IDEXX Catalyst One

Work Experience

Canine
77%

Improvement of communication skills and crucial decision

making

The ability to properly restrain animals
To complete blood draws, apply bandages, understand the
various diagnostic tests.

Properly handing dogs on leashes and safety handling cats in

carriers

Improving my skills of giving injections

yearly physical - Martin Buber
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